38 Al-Fatihah 39

2. It has been stated in the Introduction to this Siirah that Al-Fatihah is a
- It begins with the praise of Allah to Whom it is addressed in order to teach

right way of making a supplication. We should not put forward our request
Bluntly and abruptly without an appropriate introduction. The right way is to
scknowledge the cxcellences and the favours and the high position of the One to
Whom we address our prayer. That is why we begin our prayer with the praise of
Allah, for He is the perfection of all excellences and is also our Benefacior. We
gy homage to Allah to show that we sincerely aélmow]edge His excellences and
180 are grateful to Him for His countless favours.
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It should also be noted that not only Praise is for Allah but also Praise is
only for Allah. This distinction is very important because it cuts at the root of the
worship of any of His creation. As none of them is worthy of praise, none is
worthy of worship. No man, no angel, no prophet, no so-called god, no star, no
‘Mol in short. none of His creation inherently possesses any good quality. If one
has any, it is given by Allah. Hence the Creator of these qualities alone deserves
devotion, worship, gratitude, and none of His creation.
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3./ The wdrd Kab which has been translated into ‘Lord’ stands for (a)

o Master” and Owner, (b) Sustainer, Provider and Guardian, -(c) Sovereign, Ruler,

iy w‘ ‘Administrator and Organiser. Allah is the Lord of the Universe in all these senses.
: -~ i 4. Although the Arabic word Rahman itself is in the superlative form and
Verses:7 Revealed at Makkah denotes the attributes of beneficence and mercy in the highest degree, even this

word fails to express the boundless extent of these attributes of Allah. Hence
another word Rahim of the same root has been added to make up for the
deficiency.

In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful.!

1-3 Praise is only for Allah,® the Lord of the Universe,’ the All-
Compassionate, the All-Merciful, the Master of the Day of

5. After saying that Allah is Beneficent and Merciful, it has immediately
Judgement.’®

been added that He is the Master of the Day of Judgement, so that the qualities of
mercy and kindness might not mislead anyone into forgetting that on that Day He
will gather together all human beings from the first to the last and require each and
gvery one to give an account of all of one’s acts to Him. A Muslim should,
therefore, always keep in view the fact that Allah is not only Merciful, but He is
also Just. He has, however, full authority to pardon or punish anyone He pleases,
for He has complete power over cverything. Therefore we shouid have full
fonviction that it lies absolutely in His power to make our end happy or sorrowful.

4-7 | Thee alone we worship® and to Thee alone we pray for help.’E;
Show us the straight way,® the way of those whom Thou hast blessed";l}
who have not incurred Thy wrath, nor gone astray.

1. Islamic culture requires a man to commence everything with the name:L
of Allah. If this is done consciously and sincerely, it will surely produce three
good results. First, it will keep him away from evil, because the very name of;
Allah will impel him to consider whether he is justified in associating His name.
with a wrong deed or an evil intention. Secondly, the very mention of the name of
Allah will create in him the right attitude of mind and direct him to the right
direction. Thirdly, he will receive Allah’s help and blessing and will be protected ff
from the temptations of Satan, for Allah turns to a man when he turns to Hini.

6. The Arabic word ibidar is used in three senses: (a)worship and
devotion, (b) submission and obedience, (c) subjection and servitude. Here it
mpiies all the three, that is, We are Thy worshippers, Thy subjects and Thy slaves
and We keep these relations with Thee and Thee alone and “We make none else
the object of our worship in all the three senses.”
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7. It means, We ask for Thy help because we know that Thou art the Lo
of the whole Universe and Thou hast all powers and Thou art the Master of every
thing. Therefore we turn to Thee for help for the fulfilment of our needs an v
requirements.

8. That is, “Show us that way which may lead us aright in every walk of
life and keep us absolutely free from errors and evil consequences and bring !

success in the end.”

This is the request which the servant of Allah makes to Him when he
begins the study of the Qur’an. He prays to Him to guide him in every walk of life
and save him from the labyrinths of doubt and uncertainty, which result from t :
lack of true knowledge. The servant also requests the Master to show him the righi
and the straight way of life from among the many by-paths and crooked ways.

9. The straight way for which we are praying is the way which has always
been followed by the people favoured by Thee and which has always brought Thy

favours and blessings.

10. This is to show that the favoured people are not those who go astray
and incur the wrath of Allah, though apparently they might be enjoying _
transitory good things of life. The really favoured people are those who receive
blessings on account of their righteous living. From this it also becomes clear that
by favours are meant those real and permanent rewards, which result fro f
righteous living and from winning the_pleasure of Allah, and not those transitory
good things of life which have been enjoyed even by the tyrants and worshippers
of mammon and which are being enjoyed even today by all sorts of evildoers who.
have gone astray from the straight way.
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. . 2
honest conduct of day-to-day business transactions. £l

The basic articles of the Faith have been recapitulated here at
the end of the Surah, just as they were enunciated at its beginning.
Then the Surah ends with a prayer which the Muslim Community i
needed very much at that time when they were encountering untold
hardships in the propagation of the Guidance.
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Verses: 286 ; Revealed at Al-Madinah
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful,

Alif. Lam. Mim." This is the Book of Allab: there is no doubt’
about it. It is guidance to Godfearing people,” who believe in the
unseen,® establish the Salat’ and expend (in Our way) out of what We
have bestowed on them:® who believe in the Book We have sent down to
you (7.e. the Qur’an) and in the Books sent down before youw7 and
firmly believe in the Heredfter &

1. Letters of the Arabic aiphabet like Alif, Lam, Mim, called the
muqatta‘at, which are pre-fixed to a number of the Strahs of the Qur’an, were in
common use in the Arabic literature of the period when the Qur’an was.revealed.
The poets and rhetoricians made use of this style, and instances of this can even be
found in the pre-Islamic prose and poetry which has survived. As their significance
Wwas appreciated by all concerned, none objected to or questioned their use,
because it was no enigma to them. Even the bitterest opponents of the Qur’an, who
never missed an opportunity, did not raise any objection against their use. But as
their use was abandoned with the passage of time, it became difficult for the
commentators to determine their exact meaning and significance. An ordinary
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reader, however, need not worry about their meanings because they make no
difference as far as the Guidance of the Qur’an is concerned.

2. Its simple meanihg is:-“No doubt, this is the Book of Allah™, but it may
also imply that this is the Book which contains nothing doubtful. It is not like the
common books on metaphysics and religion which are based on mere speculation.
and guess-work. Therefore even their authors canmot be free from doubts
concerning their own theories, in spite of their assertion that they are convinced of
them. In contrast to them, this Book is based on the Truth: its Author is He Who
posscsses full knowledge of the Reality. Therefore, there is indeed no room for.
doubt about its contents. N

3. That is, though there is nothing but guidance in this Book, there are a_
few pre-requisites for benefiting from it. The first pre-requisite is that one should
be inclined to avoid vice, and should seek and practise virtue. But there is 1o
guidance in the Qur'an for the people who do not bother to consider whether what
they are doing is right or wrong, who follow the ways of the world or their own
whims and lusts or move aimlessly in the ways of life. |

4. The second condition for obtaining guidance from the Qur’an is that
one must believe in the “unseen” -- those realities which cannot be perceived by 'f}
the senses and which do not come within human experience and observation, e.g.
the essence and attributes of Allah, Angels, Revelation, Heaven, Hell, etc. These
things must be taken on trust from the experts (Prophets) just as we do in many !
cases in the physical world. Therefore, only such a person, who believes in the
“unseen”, can benefit from the Guidance of the Qur’an. As for the one who
believes only in those things which can be seen, tasted and smelt, or can be
.measured and weighed, cannot get any guidance from this Book.

5. The third condition to benefit from the Qur’an is that one should be k
willing and ready to put into practice the teachings of the Qur’an. As the Salit
(Prayer) is the first and foremost obligatory duty enjoined by the Qur’an, it is the
practical proof and permanent test of the sincerity of one’s Faith. Therefore, after i
a person’s profession of Islam, the moment he hears the call to the Prayer (which,’?
sounds regularly five times a day from every mosque in the Muslim world), be
should join the congregation for the Sa/ir, because this determines whether he is
sincere in his profession or not. If he does not attend to the call and join the
congregation, it is an indication that he is not sincere in his profession. ‘

It must also be noted that “igama-tus-Salat” (the establishment of Prayer)
is the comprehensive term. It means that Sa/at should be performed in
congregation and that permanent arrangements should be made for it in every
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habitation; otherwise Salit will not be considered to have been established, even if
every inhabitant of a place offers the Sa/ar individually.

6. The fourth condition to benefit from the Qur’an is that one should be
willing to part with one’s money according to the instructions of the Book in order
10 render the rights of Allah and Man and should make monetary sacrifices for the
cause of Islam which he has accepted.

7. The fifth condition is that one should believe in the truth of all those
Books which Allah sent down by Revelation to the Prophet Muhammad (upon
whom be His peace and blessings) and the Prophets before him at different times
in different countries. Those who do not believe in any kind of guidance from
Allah, cannot at all benefit from the guidance of the Qur’an. Likewise those who
profess to ‘believe in the necessity of guidance from Allah but do not turn to
Revelation and the Prophets for it, or who dub their own theories as “divine
light”, cannot obtain any guidance from it. Moreover, guidance is also denied to
those who believe only in that revealed Book or Books in which their forefathers
believed and reject all other guidance received from the same Source. Apart from
all such people, the Qur’an guides only those who believe that they stand in need
of Divine Guidance as well as admit that it does not come to every man
individually but reaches humanity only through the Prophets and revealed Books.
Then those who want guidance should not be slaves to any racial or national
prejudices but should be seekers after truth and should submit to it wherever and in’
whatever form they find it.

8. This is the sixth and last condition. “Hereafter” is a comprehensive
word which applies to the collection of many beliefs, which are as follows:

(a) Man has not been created irresponsible in the world but he is answerable to
Allah for all his deeds here.

(b) The present world order is not everlasting, but has to come to an end at a
time only known to Allah. 1

(¢) After the present order has been brought to an end, Allah will create a new
world, when He will bring back to life all human beings, born from the
beginning of creation till Resurreciion, simultaneously and will call them to
account for their deeds, and then will reward them justly accordingly to what
they had done in the world.

(d) Those, who will be judged as good by Allah, will go to Paradise, and those
who will be judged as bad will be cast into Hell. Rl

(e) The criterion of success or failure is not the prosperity or adversity of this
worldly life, but successful in actual fact will be he who comes out successful
in Allah’s final judgement, and failure he who is a failure there.

[Contd. on p.56
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Such people are on the right way from their Lord and such are truly 5
successful. X
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As for those who have rejc:cted9 (these things), it is all the same 6-7
10 them whether you warn them or do not warn them: they are not
going to believe. Allah has sealed up their hearts and ears and a

covering has fallen over their eyes,® and they have incurred the
severest punishment.
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Last Day”, whereas they do not believe at all. They thus try to deceive
Allah and the Believers, but they succeed in deceiving none except
themselves and they realize it not.!" In their hearts is a disease which
Allah has increased all the more'’ and a painful doom is in store for
them for the lie they utter. Whenever it is said to them, “Spread not
disorder on the earth”, their reply is, “We only seek to put things «
aright”. - Beware! they do spread disorder but they realize it not. And
when it is said to them, “Believe sincerely as the other people have
believed”, " they reply, “Should we believe as fools have believed?” '
Beware! they themselves are the fools, but they know it not. When they
meet those who believe, they say, “We, too, are believers”, but when
they privily meet their evil geniuses, they say, “Indeed we are with
you: we are only mocking at these people”. -- (Little do they realize
that) Allah is mocking at them. He gives them rope enough, and they
wander on and on blindly in their mischief and rebellion. These are the
people who have bartered away Guidance for error, but this is a

profitless bargain that they have made, and they are not at all on the
right way.
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Their condition may be described in a parable: a man kindled a 17-20
fire and when it illuminated all around him, Allah took away the light
from their eyes and left them in utter darkness, where they could not -
see anything.'® They are deaf; they are dumb:; they are blind'’ so they
will not return (to the right way). Or (still another parable may be cited
10 depict their condition): heavy rain is falling from the sky,
accompanied by pitch darkness, thunder and lightning. When they hear
the thunderclap, they thrust their fingers into their ears for fear of
death, but Allah is encircling the disbelievers on all sides.'® The
lightning terrifies them as if it were going to snatch away their eye-
sight from them. When they see light, they move on a little further and



